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supposed power of curing the kings evil, or Scrofula.,
Many of the most distinguished scientific and theo-
logical men of the day, such as Robert Bryle and..
R. Cudworth, witnessed and attested the cures sup-
posed to be effected by Greatrakes, and thousands of
sufferers crowded to him from all parts of the king-
dom.     Phenomena   of   a   marvellous   kind,   more
specially such as imply a mysterious or supernatural
power exercised by one person over another, not only
attract attention,   but take so   firm a hold on the
imagination that belief in them breaks out now and
again with  all the  intensity of an  epidemic.   Thus
since the time of Greatrakes, at short intervals, men
have arisen who have iied the public captive at their'
will.   About the   middle of the 18th century   John
Joseph Gassner, a Roman Catholic priest in Swabia,
took up the notion that the majority of diseases arose
from demoniacal possession, and could only be cured.,
by exorcism.    His method was undoubtedly similar
to that followed by Mesmer, and others and he had
an extraordinary influence over the nervous systems-
of his patients.   Gassner, however, believed his power-
to be altogether   supernatural and   connected with,..,
religion,.'    .